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Event Organisers, Heritage Entities, Museums, Cultural
Sites and Establishments Managers, Hotel and Tourism
Establishments General Managers, Venue Owners, Leisure
Sites

Circular No. 8/2023

Subject: Updated Events Licensing T&C — Traditional Band
Requirements in Abu Dhabi Events

Greetings,

Please be informed of the updated terms and conditions for the
Events Licensing System in the Emirate of Abu Dhabi. The
updated provisions include guidelines for traditional art bands at
events, which are performing groups that practice and showcase
Emirati traditional performances such as Al Ayyala, Al Razfa, Al
Azi, Al Shella, Al Taghrooda, Al Mankoos, Al Nahma, Al Ahalla,
and other traditional performing arts.

Accordingly, please note that traditional art bands must adhere to
the specific standards required by the Department of Culture and
Tourism — Abu Dhabi (DCT Abu Dhabi), such as adhering to the
official national dress while performing at events and
committing to demonstrating quality performances that
display Emirati heritage appropriately.

We also bring to your attention DCT Abu Dhabi’s mechanism for
the certification of traditional bands by granting a "Traditional Art
Performance Certificate" based on the standards and
requirements set by the Department in this regard, consisting of
the following:

1- Apply for a Traditional Performance Certificate as per the
criteria stipulated by DCT Abu Dhabi.

2- Have an administrative team consisting of a band manager,
band poet, and band coordinator, to ensure the implementation of
the necessary governance of the band's activities and tasks in
accordance with the regulations and conditions governing that.

3- Commit to wearing the Emirati National Dress at all times during
their performances and while participating in any event, including
weddings and private ceremonies.

4- Commit to the development of traditional performance arts,
while preserving their originality as per the customs and traditions
in Emirati heritage.

5- The band manager shall be a citizen of the UAE and shall be
not less than (20) years old.

6- All band members shall be citizens or residents of the UAE and
shall not be less than (18) years old. Exceptions may be given for
younger members provided that such member shall be talented in
the performance art and shall have the consent of his/her
guardian.

7- Each band member shall be mastering the composition or the
singing and movement performance of every performance art.
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8- Obtain the approval of the Requests Examination Authority in
DCT Abu Dhabi.

For more information about the certification mechanism and the
list of certified bands by DCT Abu Dhabi, please contact Ahmed
Al Ameri at the Department of Culture and Tourism via phone
number +97125995435 or email

ahmed.alameri@dctabudhabi.ae.

We hope that you will abide by and enforce the abovementioned
for planned events, in order to prevent the inadequate
presentation of Emirati heritage and the legal measures that will
be taken against offenders.

For further enquiries or technical support, please contact the
following:

Abu Dhabi Contact Centre — 800 555
Email Address:
contact@tamm.abudhabi

Or visit the below link:
https://t habi.

Kind Regards.
The Department of Culture and Tourism - Abu Dhabi
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